Dr. Laurent Bernier
Chairman of the board *

The first decade of the 21 * century ende d with a worl dwide
financial crisis of unprecedented proportions, which has had a
serious negative impact in most industrial sectors.

Even our petrochemical sector has ex perienced a major drop in
sales, resu Iting in th e clo sure o f hundreds of pro duction sites
and the laying off of thousands of skilled workers.

However, the financial crisis was not the sole factor behind this
turn for the worse. Heaped on the sluggishness of the financial
markets are increasing conce  rns withresp ectto th e
environment, in pa rticular due to clim ate change, as well as
increasing anxiety with regard to the impending exhaustion and
henceri sing pri ces of non-renewable ener gy res ources.
Environmental conce rnsa rethe main reason that large
industrial sec torsaret urningm oreandm ore towards
sustainable gr een eco nomy based ont he use o fre newable
materials such as agricultural and forestry biomass.

The 20 08 annu al r eport of the United N ations En vironmental
Program ( UNEP) no tesinp articulart hat thenew  green
economy wi Il st imulate invention,i nnovationan dt he
imagination of en gineers and scien tists, quite likely to a1 evel
not seen since the industrial revolution more than two centuries
ago.

The report notes also that dealing with climate change is seen as
an o pportunity rather than a burden and a path to prosperity
rather than a c ost factor m itigating profits and em ployment. In
any case, m any large industrial leaders now perceive greening
as a new wave that will revolutionize the way we beha ve and
consume, not unlike the  way the ¢ omputer an d Internet
revolutions did at the end of the 20" century.

In the context of globalization, increased competition and rapid
technological evol ution, industry as a whole is faced with an
accelerated tra nsformation. Its future depends very much on
basic researc han don  strongi nnovationi ncorporating
protection of the environment and a s ustainable future. This is
especially true in the industrial bioprocess sector.

Thanks to the leadership of the CQVB (Centre québécois de la
valorisation des biotechnologies) an d t o th e w ell-thought-out
and well-structured plan, not to mention financial support of the
MDEIE ( Ministere du Développement économique, de
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I'Innovation et de I'Exportation), the province of Québec is
now p rovided wi th anew  organization t o su pport bi o-
industrial research and innovation.

The aim of the CRIBIQ, an association of indust rial
research clusters by sector, is to stimulate and finance the
development of hi gh-performance novel bioprocessesi n
Québec, b y facilitating co llaboration b etween ind ustrial
partners and research estab lishments such as un iversities,
provincial and fed eral research in stitutes an d co llege
centers for the transfer of technology.

Already ex isting in nu merous countries around the world,
thist ype of cons ortium hasp rovenrepeat edly its
effectiveness as a strategic force inthe ~ development o f
emerging sect ors suc h as bi o-plastics an d bi o-fuels. Our
mandate is therefore straightforward: to finance promising
projects invo lving scien tific and tech nological ex changes
between Q uebec i ndustries and ¢ utting-edge research
groups and oriented t owards com mercialization a nd t he
creation of wealth.

It hank pe rsonally and o n behalf o f't he ent ire C RIBIQ
board of di rectors, ourc onsortium member sp onsors,
businesses and research ce ntres for their confidence in our
effortsas  well asthei rsupp ort,commi tmentan d
involvement.

I wish the CRIBIQ a long life, success and prosperity.

* Dr. Bernier is also vice-president R&D at DNP Green Canada
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The first an nual g eneral assem bly o fthe CRIBIQ wash  eld last
December 11 at the Hotel Clarion in Québec City. This assem bly was
presided by M r. Laurent R oger Bernier, chairm an of the CRIBIQ
board of directors. Consortium rules of a general nature were adopted
and new board members were appointed at this assembly.

The new board of directors of the CRIBIQ is as follows:

e  Laurent Roger Bernier, vice-president R&D at DNP Green Canada
. Behzad Mahdavi, head of Lonza Canada

e  Pierre Talbot, vice-president R&D of Premier Tech

e  Christian Bélanger, general director, technical services, development

and standardization of EnGlobe Corp.

e Jean-Francois COté, director of strategic development at Soprema

e  Laurent COté, vice-president, technological development at the CRIQ
(Centre de recherche industrielle du Québec)

. Hervé Bernier, CEO at Biopterre

Sitting (left to right):

Andréanne Gaudet (MDEIE, observer), Nancy L’Espérance (treasurer), Laurent Roger Bernier (chairman), Mohammed Benyagoub
(executive director and secretary) and Laurent Coté (administrator)

Standing (left to right):
Hervé Bernier (administrator), Pierre Talbot (administrator), Behzad Mahdavi (administrator), Christian Bélanger (administrator), Jean-
Maurice Plourde (president of the CQVB, observer) and Jean-Frangois C6té (administrator)
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Our members S

As of December 31,2009, 46 members represen ting in dustry, universities, rese arch cen tres, government an d private
organizations have joined the consortium, thus providing demonstration that the CRIBIQ is a response to real expectations in the
Quebec industrial bi oprocess devel opment sector. T o view the list of our m embers, visit our Members page at the CRIBIQ

website.

Organized activities

Strategic information workshop: Income tax
benefits of collaborative research

Organized jointly by the CRIBIQ and the CRPCQ (Consortium de
recherche en plasturgie et composites du Québec), the s trategic
information workshops on the topic “Tax benefits associated with
collaborative research”, held at Longueil last December 1 and at
St-Nicolas on Decem ber 9 surpas sed the expectations of the
organizers, with a total of 130 participants for both events.

With financial support most notably from Mallette and NSERC,
these workshops provided the o pportunity to present the principal
programs of funding through grants for researchers and bursaries
for graduate s tudents an d t o e xplain i n detail t he ad vantages
associated with collaborative research.

The audience consisted primarily of industry representatives
(35%) and people from research institutions (29%), and ninety
seven percent of the participants stated that they were satisfied or
very satisfied with the workshop.

CRIBIO beyond our borders

The CRIBIQ has received an invitation from CIT-SINALOA (Centre for Investment and Trade, an organization in the Mexican
government in charge of reinforcing Mexico’s presence in the international economy) to visit the Sinaloa agricultural region.

The goal o fthis trip is to present, during Ex poAgro Sinaola 2010, the CRIBIQ model and to get t o kno w re presentatives of
businesses and research centres in the region and perhaps visit their installations.

CRIBIQ will be present at th is meeting al so with the objective of initiating relations with CIT Sinalo a in order to adv ance the
process of facilitating access of CRIBIQ members to the Mexican market.
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First round

Launched on June 22, 2009 in the company of delegates from CRIBIQ member organizations, the competition for the first
round of grants was cl osed at the third meeting o f the board o f directors 1ast Dece mber 11 wi th the sel ection of two
collaborative research projec ts followi ng t he recomm endations of the t echno-economic advis ory ¢ ommittee. The total
contribution of the CRIBIQ to these research projects is around $400,000, with an equivalent amount being contributed by
the participating businesses. Complimentary contributions reached a to tal of over $550,000. These collaborative research
projects will involve the participation of four industrial partners and six research establishments.

See the list of projects at our website.

Second round

Last December 23, six detailed collaborative research project proposals were tabled before the techno-economic advisory
committee. These projects involved a CRIBIQ contribution totalling around $563,500 and an equivalent contribution from
the 11 i ndustrial member participants. Thes e pro jects al so involve the p articipation o f 10 resea rch e stablishments. The
results of the second round will be announced in March of this year on the CRIBIQ website.

Upcoming events

March 23-24,2010: Meeting in Rimouski on industrial-scale upgrading and utilization of algae

e April 9, 2010: Web seminar: CRIBIQ networking forum

e April 30,2010: Launching of the 2010-2011 research program
e May 19,2010: CRIBIQ annual meeting in Montréal

e June 9, 2010: Oil chemistry meeting in Thetford Mines

Catch up on our latest
developments at our website

www.cribig.gc.ca
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SOPREMA

Soprema always seeks to keep abreast of technological innovations. Most of the raw materials used in the manufacture of our
products come from the petroleum industry. We wish to decrease our dependence on fossil materials by identifying alternatives that
allow us to obtain the same sealing performance. One practical goal would be to obtain a “green tar” capable of replacing the
currently used petroleum-derived version.

Soprema wishes to become a user of biomaterials first and foremost in order to produce effective construction materials. We do not
exclude the possibility of examining upstream steps such as biomaterial extraction and processing for entry into our manufacturing
activities. For this purpose, a partnership or alliance with suitable specialists is desirable and foreseeable.

-CQIB

Centre québécois d'innovation
en biotechnologie

Allostera Pharma Inc. joined the CQIB early this year. Our company directors
were looking for first-rate facilities and supporting services. The environment
provided by the Cité de la Biotech and access to services offered at the INRS
experimental biology research centre weighed into our decision. The company
also benefited from support by Univalor, raising $17 million worth of financing in
the summer of 2009. For more information, please consult the December 2009
bulletin of the CQIB.

&
Bwpterre

Centre de développement
der bisproduits

Project leader — specialty bio-products

Answering to the CEO, this position involves developing and managing a portfolio of projects relating to specialty bio-products
intended for pharmaceutical, cosmetic or nutraceutical uses. The chosen candidate will be required to maintain productive relations
with clients, oversee project logistics, guide project teams and assist his or her immediate supervisor.

Location of the position: La Pocatiére, Québec
Salary and benefits: based on experience and current salary policy
For additional information, please contact Eric Bégin, director of operations.
Electronic communications: eric.begin@biopterre.com

Application deadline: March 26, 2010
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Want to become a member? S <= I8

CRIBIQ members are eligible to apply for all grant funding offered as well as participate in the activities and
networking forums organized by the consortium.

Advantages of CRIBIQ membership include:

Collaborative research

Risk sharing

Access to and upgrading of research facilities

Technology transfer, transfer of knowledge and know-how
Sharing of strategic information

Tax benefits

Financial leverage

New intellectual property

Training in industrial research

If you wish to become a member of the CRIBIQ, please fill out the application form below or join directly on line at our website.
You will be invoiced when your completed application has been received.

S
Catégorie de membres

Name of organization :

[1 Large business : 5 643.75 $

(50003 + taxes) Name and title of member delegate :

O Small-to-medium-sized business :
1693.13 $ (1 500 $ + taxes) Adress :

Ll uUniversity/Research centre :
5643.75 $ (5 000 $ + taxes)

O Université du Québec and regional
research centres : 2 821.88 $
(2 500 $ + taxes)

[0 Technology transfer centre : ]
2821.88 $ (2500 $ + taxes) E-mail :

[0 Associate : 564.38 $ (500 $ + taxes) Phone :

Write your cheque payable to CRIBIQ and
malil it to the attention of Mr. Mohammed
Benyagoub

Fax :

Next bulletin to appear in May 2010
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